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TORTURE. from a species of religious enthusiasm, 


It will not be deemed irrelevant to the 
_ intentions of the A®sculapian Register, 
should its pages occasionally deviate from 
what may be deemed strictly medical, 
provided the connexion is indirectly to 
be traced in the extracts given to our 
readers.—-The fact is, so extended is the 
Science of Medicine, that there is scarce- 
ly an occurrence, physical or moral, 
which may not be referred to some or 
other of its diversified branches. 

Pain and suffering are relative in their 
nature;—Individuals are always to be 
found, who seem to oppose, both men- 
tally and corporeally, the common cha- 
racter of man.—The excruciating tor- 
tures of the Inquisition, have not sur- 
passed the capability of man to bear 
them; yet, doubtless the majority of man- 
kind would sink beneath them.—We 
propose to give an example in the fol- 
lowing columns of sufferings the most 
acute, inflicted on an individual, who had, 
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persuaded himself, that assassination was 
praiseworthy;—and although we may be 
satisfied that his death was justly de- 
manded; we cannot perceive, that the 
horrid sufferings he experienced, were 
the proper means for this end;—still less, 
that in a nation, considered civilized, 
these means of death, can be in any de- 
gree extenuated.—The tortures inflicted 
formerly by our savages on their prison- 
ers, may be considered as trifling in com- 
parison—and the actions of the French 
seem more like those of demons, than of 

ersons possessed of the common feelings 
of humanity, in the case of Damiens.— 
In reading the record of those tortures 
inflicted on him, how must we rejoice, 
that we are citizens of an immense ter- 
ritory, in which such scenes would not 
be tolerated! How thankful that our lot 
is cast in a land of Liberty! 


Robert Francis Damiens, we are in- 
formed from history, in the year 1757, 
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made an attempt to assassinate the king 
of France.—Without entering into any 
details of what led him to the commis- 
sion of this crime, we shall merely state 
the sufferings he was made to undergo.— 
Whoever wishes a detail of the affair, 
will find it in a work of 4 vols. printed 
in Paris in the same year;—An Epitome 
of which may be found in the Monthly 
Review, vol. 17th p..57, from which our 
extracts are taken. 


The prisoner was accordingly, Jan. 17, 
1757, removed, under a strong guard, from 
Versailles to the Conciergerie, where he ar- 
rived at two o’clock in the morning of the 
18th, 

The interesting charge of keeping this pris- 
oner safe for judgment, made every possible 
human precaution to be taken against his 
escape, by strengthening the prison, by pos- 
ting centinels, guards, &c. who patrolled con- 
stantly the night-rounds. On the inside of 
the Conciergerie, there were centinels placed 
from the entry to the court in which stands 
the tower of Montgomery. At the bottom of 
this tower was placed a small corps-de-guard 
of twelve soldiers, who served to relieve the 
centinels within. All along the stairs of the 
said tower, there were also posted centinels 
at proper distances. In the first story was 
the room in which Damiens was confined. 
This room is round, and may be about twelve 
feet broad, every way; receiving no light but 
through two casemates, or false windows, 
from eight to nine inches in breadth, by three 
feet in height. These openings are secured 
with double bars, and defended from the wea- 
ther only by moveable frames with oil-paper. 
There was in this room neither chimney nor 
fire, but it was sufficiently warmed by astove 
placed in the guard-room beneath it, and by 
the candles continually burning in the room. 
At first, they used tallow-candles, but after- 
wards, by the advice of the physicians, for the 
preserving the wholesomeness of the air, they 
burnt none but wax. 

The bed of the prisoner was disposed as 
follows: the head of the bed fronted the door 
exactly, at the distance of three feet from the 
wall. The bed was placed on a bed-stead 
raised about six inches from the ground, and 
mattresses round, so as to project six inches 
heyond the bed-stead. The bed’s head was 
in the whole breadih raised three feet above 
the bolster, and was likewise mattressed ; be- 
ing so contrived, with springs, to raise or low- 
er, accordipg as the convenience of the pris- 
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oner should require it. In this bed he wags 
fastened by an assemblage of strong leather 
straps, two inches and an half broad. These 
straps kept his shoulders confined, and were, 
on each side of the bed, made fast to two 
rings stapled to the floor. Two other straps 
formed a ligature for each of his arms, and 
were connected by another placed on the 
breast bone; and these two branches formed 
a sort of hand-cuff, that left the hand and arm 
no liberty, but as directed to the mouth. 
These straps were likewise tied at their ends, 
to two rings secured as the first. Two Straps 
of the same form also confined his thighs, and 
were tied in like manner; so that from each 
side of the bed came three branches of straps. 
Besides these, that which was placed on the 
breast, descending to the feet, formed a sort 
of surcingle, and was tied at the foot of the 
bed to a ring in the middle of the floor; the 
strap teo which his shoulders, was fastened in 
like manner over the bed’s head, to a ring 
stapled in the floor like the rest. Under the 
arms and hands of the prisoner was spread a 
large carpet of hide, that he might not con- 
tract any inflammatory heat, or excoriation. 

Monday, March 28. At seven o’clock in 
the morning, the criminal was carried up to 
the torture-room. From that moment he cea- 
sed to be under custody of the French guards, 
and, according to custom, it was the Lieu- 
tenant of the Short-robe of the Chatelet who 
had charge of him. 

The Recorder read the sentence to the 
criminal, who heard it through with attention 
and intrepidily, and, on raising himself, said, 
‘that the day would be a sharp one.’ 

A little before eight o’clock, six of the 
Commissaries being assembled in the torture- 
room, the criminal was placed on the stool, 
and underwent his last interrogatory, which 
lasted near an hour and an half: Damiens all 
the time preserving his usual firmness. That 
over, the executioners of justice began to put 
the legs of the criminal into the boot, and 
the ropes were tightened with more rigpr than 
had ever been practised ; and perhaps this is 
the most exquisitely painful moment of the 
whole process of that torture. Damiens be- 
gan tosend forth the most piercing cries, and 
seemed even to faint away; but the physicians 
and surgeons, who are always present at the 
torture, on examination, knew that the swoo- 
ning was not real. Damiens asked to drink; 
they gave him water, but he insisted on hav- 
ing some wine in it, saying, ‘now or never 
strength is necessary.” It was not till half 
an hour afterwards that the first wedge was 
applied. They had let this interval elapse, 
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in order to have the numbness got over, which 
commonly follows the violent compression of 
the ligature, and that the sensibility might 
be at its height; and, indeed, at the applica- 
tion of the first wedge, Damiens made dread- 
ful outcries, but without passion, or any in- 
decent word. During the same, the First Pre- 
sident renewed his interrogatories, and prin- 
cipally with respect to accomplices ; and hav- 
ing asked who induced him to commit the 
crime,-he cried out, ‘It is Gautier.’ (This 
was the first moment of his ever mentioning 
him.) Being asked who Gautier was, he told; 

as also where he lived; and charged him with 
having used very criminal expressions, in pre- 
sence of Mons. le Maitre de Ferrieres, whose 
affairs this man managed, aad lodged at his 
house. Upon this declaration, the Commis- 
saries gave orders to the Lieutenant of the 
Short-robe to bring away directly before 
them, in that room, the said De Ferrieres and 
Gautier. Whilst they were gone for, the tor- 
ture continued with intervals of a quarter of 
an hour between the driving of each wedge, 
at every one of which Damiens renewed his 
shrieks and outcries.* The most home and 
pressing interrogations imaginable were ali 
the while put to bim; and after having re- 
mained two hours and an half under the tor- 
ture, the physician and surgeon advised not 
to keep him Jonger in it, as it could not be 
done without danger of his life. Consequent- 
ly he was untied, and placed upon the mat- 
tress, where having heard the verbal process, 
and his answers, he persisted therein. 

The Commissaries seeing there was no- 
thing more to be expected from the crimi- 
nal’s declarations, ordered him to be led 
back to the Greve. He waited there some 
considerable time, because the executioner 
had not been careful enough to have every 
thing ready; for which he was afterwards pun- 
ished by commitment for several days, to the 
dungeon. 

When Damiens was stripped, it was observ- 
ed, that he surveyed and considered all his 
body and limbs with attention, and that he 
looked round with firmness on the vast con- 
course of spectators. 

Towards five o’clock he was placed on the 
scaffold which had been erected in the middle 
of the inclosed area, and was raised about 
three feet and an half from the ground; the 
length from eight to nine fect, and of about 
the same breadth. The criminal was instant- 





* At the eighth and last wedge he cried 
out, ‘ Why had [ so weak a head, the King 
being so mild and good a Prince? 
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ly tied, and afterwards fastened by iron gyves 
which confined him under the arms, and above 
the thighs. The first torment he underwent, 

was that of having his hand burnt in the flame 
of brimstone: the pain of which made him 
send forth such a terrible cry as might be 
heard a great way off. A moment afterwards 
he raised his head, and looked for some time 
earnestly at his hand, without renewing his 
cries, and without expressing any passion, or 
breaking out into any imprecation. To this 
first torment succeeded that of pinching him 
with red hot pincers, in the arms, thighs and 
breasts. At each pinch he was heard to 
shriek inthe same manner, as when his hand 
was burnt. He looked and gazed at each 
wound, and his cries ceased as soon as the 
pinching was over. They afterwards poured 
boiling oil, and melted lead and rosin, into 
every wound, except those of the breast, 
which produced, in all those circumstances, 
the same effect as the two first tortures. The 
tenor of his articulated exclamations, at 
times, was as follows: ‘ Strengthen me, Lord 
God; strengthen me!—Lord God, have pily 
on me!—O Lord, my God, what do! not suf- 
fer!—Lord God, give me patience!” 

At length they proceeded to the ligatures 
of his arms, legs, and thighs, in order to dis- 
memberhim. This preparation was very long 
and painful, the cords, streightly tied, bearing 
grievously upon ihe fresh wounds. 'This drew 
new cries from the sufferer; but did not hin- 
der him from viewing and considering himself 
with a strange and singular curiosity. 

The horses having been put to the draught, 
the pulls were repeated for a long time, with 
frightful cries on the part of the sufferer: the 
extension of whose members was incredible, 
and yet nothing gave signs of the dismember 
inent taking place. 

In spite of the straining efforts of the horses, 
which were young and vigorous, and, perhaps, 
too much so, being the more Yestive and un- 
manageable for drawing in concert, this last 
torment had row lasted for more than an hour, 
without any prospect ofits ending. The physi- 
cian and surgeon certified to the commissaries, 
that it was almost impossible to accomplish the 
dismemberment, if the action of the horses 
was not aided by cutting the principal sinews, 
which might, indeed, suffer a length of exten- 
sion, but not be separated without an amputa- 
tion. Upon this attestation the Cammissaries 
sent an order to the executioner, to make such 
an amputation, with regard especially to the 
night coming on, as it seemed to them fitting 
that the execution should be or er before the 
close of the day. 
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In consequence of this order, the sinews of 
the sufferer were cut at the joints of the arms 
and thighs. The horses then drew afresh, 
and after several pulls, a thigh and arm were 
seen to sunder from the body. Damiens still 

looked at this painful separation, and seemed 
to preserve some sense and knowledge after 
both thighs, and one arm, were thus severed 
from his body: nor was it till the other arm 
went away that he expired. 

As soon as it was certain, that there was no 
life left, the body and scattered limbs were 
thrown into a fire prepared for that purpose 
near the scaffold, where they were all redu- 
ced to ashes. 





QUACKERY. 
COMMUNIOATED, 


The following statement assuredly calls 
for some attention on the part of the Le- 
gislature, to oppose that torrent of quack- 
ery, which is so predominant amongst 
us. Whatever may be the opinion of in- 
dividuals on this subject, it ought not to 
be indifferent to the guardians of our wel- 
fare; and it is incumbent on them to take 
such measures, as may prevent the lives 
of their fellow citizens being thus sacri- 
ficed to ignorance and cupidity. “ Quis- 
quis in sua arte peritus habendus” is a 
just axiom, and if properly attended to, 
would prevent the shoal of quacks from 
preying on their fellows, by restraining 
them within the limits of the trade in 
which they had been bred. As it is, the 
cobbler, the bookbinder, and thousands 
more usurp the place of the physician, 
when from any cause they fail in their 
own legitimate pursuit. 

The mischiefs that result from quackery 
are strikingly displayed in the following fact 
of recent occurrence; no one can hesitate in 
pronouncing it MuRDER. Though too flagrant, 
in the present instance to be denied, they are, 
though mostly less glaring, not less certain 
concomitants on the indiscriminate employ- 
ment of Panaceas, Catholicons, Restorative 
elixirs, or any other of the numerous quack 
medicines of the present day, whose powers 
chiefly consist in the boldness and pertinacity 


with which their lying pretensions are set 
forth. 


On Wednesday last, the 8th inst, a person 
applied at the Alms House, requesting that 
immediate aid should be afforded to a man, 


ASCULAPIAN REGISTER. 


who was said to be dying for want of an eme- 
tic. Dr. Gwinner the residing physician im- 
mediately went to the house of the patient, 
in Thirteenth near South street, but found he 
had expired a few moments before his arrival. 

Dr. Gwinaner was informed that this unfor- 
tunate being had been affected for a few days 
with simple Ague and Fever—for which had 
been prescribed a decoction of tobacco: the 
directions were, that a quarter and half a 
quarter (Zvi) should be put into a quart of 
water, and stewed to one pint; the whole of 
which was to be taken in one dose; with an 
assurance that it would prove an infallible 


cure. These directions were implicitly com- 
plied with. The effect was almost instanta- 
neous. 


With difficulty could this unhappy 
victim of gross ignorance and presumption, 
ascend to his room on the second floor, when 
he fell senseless on his bed. A small portion 
of the poison,was rejected by vomiting; and 
in 20 minutes from the time he had swallowed 
the fatal dose he was a corpse! 


oI 


MENTAL ALIENATION.—No. 5. 


When we last took leave of M. Geor- 
get he was about entering upon his ge- 
neral division of insanity. Jdiocy is the 
first that will claim our attention, and is 
thus defined by our author: “ want of de- 
velopement of the intellectual faculties 
—few or no ideas—some sensations— 
some propensities.” The idiots are again 
divided into four classes, as follows:: 


1. ** There are some who have no mental 
existence; who would satisfy none of their 
wants; and would infallibly die, if not taken 
care of. 2. Others have some sensations; 
fly the cold and signify their wish to eat; 
but are attached to nothing; would not seek 
food, if it were not brought to them; and their 
every action is without reflection and with- 
out motive. 3. Some can appreciate some 
of their sensations; recognise persons and 
objects by whom they are surrounded; 
are attached those who are kind to them; 
have signs more or less expressive for making 
known their wants (gestures, cries, or even 
some badly articulated words.) In the 4th 
class we may rank the «mbecile: such as appre- 
ciate the sensations; have memory; can 
judge of the simple acts of life, and work at 
rough jobs which require little discernment. 
The Idiots properly so called, are uncleanly; 
perform their evacuations any where, and 
mavy of them are given to masturbation. 
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The Imbecile are cleanly, and can appreciate 
the difference of the sexes. 

The Idiot and the Imbecile have not only 
their intellectual organ badly constituted or 
formed, but their whole economy generally 
participates in this morbid state. In general 
they are little developed, small, scarcely live 
beyond 30 or 40 years, and often die sooner: 
many are either ricketty, scrophulous, para- 
lytic, or epileptic, and this explains to us, why 
the want of intelligence may be met with ina 
well formed head—in fact, the organization of 
the brain, will not in these cases be superior 
to that of all the other organs.” 


This last observation of our author is 
very important in a phrenological point 
of view, and is too much overlooked by 
those who so eagerly produce their ex- 
amples of phrenological inaccuracy, and 
exultingly exclaim, “behold a well form- 
ed head, fine developement, and no con- 
comitant intelligence.” Independently 
of the individual’s station in life, his few 
opportunities of improvement, and con- 
sequent inaction and torpor of brain from 
want of exercise; (what disparity for in- 
stance between the strength and innate 
power of the mascles of a blacksmith’s 
arm, and those of a dandy, no matter 
how robust and large the latter may be, 
provided he has not boxed, fenced, or 
otherwise exercised his upper extremi- 
ties;) without taking into consideration, 
these circumstances, which have so pow- 
erful an effect upon an. individual’s 
strength of mind and energy of brain, 
we find a striking difference in the con- 
sistency and quality of the brain. This 
has been for a long time practically 
known to the mass of mankind, as is 
pera evinced by the expressions, soft 

ead, weak brain, Sc. at any rate, we 
are thus taught, not to decide too hastily, 
nor make up our minds upon this or 
other subjects, without having previously 
examined all attendant circumstances. 

The second division is mania which 
is thus defined by our author, 


‘General delirium extending to every 
thing ; rapid, confused and incoherent sensa- 
tions and ideas, with excitement and agita- 
tion, expressed by irregular movements, 
cries, songs, threats or fury. 

The maniac seems to live in another world; 
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he has forgotten all the events of his life, and 
the objects of his affections; and if he some- 
times recalls them to his remembrance, it is 
only in passing, and without marked intention. 
Hallucinations are pretty rare ‘with maniacs, 
or at least, they attach little importance to 
these false sensations; they are generally 
dirty, doing their business in the first place 
they come to. . 

When the maniac is furious, with sparkling 
eyes, and animated countenance, he vecifer- 
ates, insults, threatens and often commits 
deeds of violence, breaking and destroying 
every thing. The muscular power is then 
augmented to an extreme point; their ac- 
tions are the more rash, as they do not per- 
ceive danger. 

In mania, the fury (common to it and mon- 
omania) has neither cause, nor a fixed object. 
In, monomania, on the contrary, the furious 
fit is ofteH excited by the same causes, and 
provokes the same ideas. Idiots are not ca- 
pable of being excited to fury.” 

The third ‘division is monomania, thus 
defined. 


‘* A small namber of fixed, ruling, ex- 
clusive ideas, upon which the delirium turns, 
and a pretty sound mind upon all other sub- 
jects. - Unquestionably, the most frequent 
species of delirium, containing many varieties. 
To think ourselves God, king, or prophet, 
arises from excessive pride: vanity rather than 
pride makes women queens and princesses— 
they have in view, ornament, more than the 
power of commanding. May we not, for the 
honour of the human species, consider the 
Neroes, Caligulas and Louis XIs, as. mono- 
maniacs? The man in health,who from a moral 
cause seeks his own life, very often commits 
the first act of delirium: Many individuals, 
who have missed their blow, are sent delirious 
to the Salpetriere. Suicide is a true mouoma- 
nia, which lasts but a short time, because the 
person soon comes to his end, loses his senses 
entirely, or entirely recovers. What the 
English call spleen, (and of which they have 
much more than the French) may also rank 
under the head of monomania: its causes are 
various.” To be Continued. 


CURIOUS. 

What are we to think of the following 
Lales from Lord Bacon—(see his works 
—fo]. Ed. 1740, vol. 2, p- 178, 179-——his- 
toria vite et mortis.) The translation 
is thus; 


“<I remember to have scen (says lord Bacon) 
the heart of a man who was embowelled, (as a 
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traitor) which, being thrown into the fire ac- 
cording to custom, /eaped out at first a foot and 
an half high, and then less by degrees, for the 
space, to the best of my remembrance, of 7 or 
8 minutes. Ancient tradition, and worthy of 
credit, is, of a man who was embeowelled in 
pursuance of that kind of punishment above- 
mentioned; after his heart was entirely torn 
out of his body, and in the hand of the execu- 
tioner, he was heard to say three or four words 
of prayer.” 

The following from the same writer, is 
deserving of preservation in a medical 


collection. 


‘“¢ He was told by acertain gentleman, who 
being desirous, by way of a joke, and out: of 
curiosity, to know the sufferings from being 
hanged upon a gibbet, that he stood upon a 
stool and hung himself, and then let himself 
down again: Thinking, therefore, he could 
recover the stool at his pleasure, tried once 
more, but could not without the assistance of 
a friend who had accompanied him. Being 
asked what he suffered, he answered, he felt 
no pain, but that the first alteration he found 
in himself was a kind of fire and burning about 
his eyes, then an extreme gloom or darkness, 
and after that, a sort of azure colour, .uch 
as persons perceive who are at the point of 
death.” 

His lordship, was also told, ‘‘ by a physician 
of his time, that he had recovered a man, by 
means of friction and a warm bath, who had 
hanged himself, and remained so for half an 
hour; and that he made no doubt that he could 
recover any person in the like circumstances, 
provided his neck was not dislocated by the 
force of his turning himself off.’’ 


~~ 


EPISTAXIS. 
Notices of different prescriptions for bleeding 
at the nose, either as a preventive or cure. 

A cold bath—a key put down the back, or 
to the scrotum—occasionally drinking salt 
and water—a piece of writing paper placed 
under the tongue at the time of the hemorr- 
hage—bleeding from the arm of the same 
side—putting the legs in warm water, with 
dossils of lint dry, or dipped in strong spirits 
put up the nostrils—purging—vegetable dict, 
Xe. 


a 
CURE FOR SUPERSTITION. 


Miners are known to be a superstitious 
race: their superstition, however, is some- 
fimes made a pretext for idleness. ‘There is 
2 recipe for curing this species of the disorder. 
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In some extensive mines in Wales the men 
frequently saw the devil; and when once he 
had been seen, the men would work no more 
that day. This evil became serious, for Old 
Beelzebub repeated his visits so often, as if he 
had a design to injure the proprietor. That 
Gentleman, at last, called his men together, 
and told them, that it was very certain that 
the devil never appeared to any body who had 
not deserved to be so terrified ; and that, as he 
is determined to keep no rogues about him, 
he was resolved to discharge the first man that 
saw the devil again. The remedy was as effi- 
cient as if he had turned a stream of holy 
water into the mines. " 

Opium is now made in considerable quanti- 
ties in England, and is preferred by physi- 
cians and surgeons to the best that can be 
obtained from Turkey and the East Indies. 
The capsule is scarified, and collected as soon 
as if appears, and not left until it grows hard. 
It is collected in a phial with a little funnel 
fixed in the mouth. 

a 
MEMORANDA OF THE OSTEOLOGY 
OF THE HUMAN BODY. 
‘¢ Occipitis, Frontis, Parietalia, Temporum 
Male, 
Ethmoides, 
Nasi, 
Maleolus, Incus, Stapesque, Orbiculare, 
Dentes Molares, caninos, incisoresque, 
Hyoides, Vomer, Maxillaria, Mandibulumque, 
Vertebre, Sacrum, Coccygisque, Costs,Ster- 
numque , 
Scapula, Clavicula, Humerique, Radius,UIna, 
Carpi, Metacarpi, Digitorum, Sesamoides, 
Innominatum, Femoris, Fibula, Tibiaque Pa- 
tella, 
Tarsi, Metatarsi, Digitorum, Sesamoides.”— 
Gen. Mag. Nov. 1794. 


Unguis, Sphznoides, Palati, 





NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

Having continued the Register now through 
more than the fourth part of the year, sub- 
scribers are respectfully informed, that at the 
expiration of the 20th number, none will be 
forwarded to those who have not complied 
with the terms of subscription. —It is impossi- 
ble to pursue a work of this kind, in which 
constant expense is involved, unless that 
part of the contract which is connected with 
the subscribers, is punctually fulfilled.—The 
trouble of collecting such small amounts more 
than equals any advantage which the publisher 
realizes—and for this reason, it is again re- 
peated, that after the 20th number, none will 
be transmitted to those who have not com- 
phed with their engagements. 

















XUM 


~_m 


i 














CUM 








MSCULAPIAN REGISTER. 127 
BC] History of the World. | History of Medicine. ||BC; History of the World. | History of Medicine. 
279 Birth of Chrysippus of||143/Death of Antiochus En-|This prince perished un- 
Solis.—Eudemus_ the theus, der the hands of Litho- 
Anatomist. Xeno- tomists. 
phon, disciple of Era-|/138|Attalus 3d., king of Per-'Nicander.—--Cleophan- 
sistratus.—--Serapion gamos. tes. 
of Alexandria. . 126/Destruction of the Bac- 
276|Nicomedes, king of Bi-|Mantias, disciple of He- trian empire. 

thynia.—Antiochus| rophilus.-—Philoxenes.||123/Mithridates | Eupator,|/Gaius. 

Soter, king of Syria. | Demetrius of Apa- king of Pontus. 
mea.—--Heron.—Gor-/|117/Cleopatra, Queen ofjApollonius of Tyre.— 
gias.—Glaucius, the Egypt. Dioscorides Phaeas. 
Empiric.— Ammonius)|100]Marius and Sylla. Arrival of Asclepiades at 
the Lithotomist. Rome. | 

274) - - . - {Plague at Rome. A Dic-|| 78} - - - - |Sylla dies of a’ Yousy dis- 
tator drives a nail into ease, 
the temple of Jupiter.|| 63)/Pompey.——-C zsar.--—/Themison of Laodicea. 
264/Eumenes Ist., King of/Lycon of Troy.—Amyn- Crassus.—Death of 

Pergamos.—First Pu-| | tas of Rhodes.—Apol- Cicero. 

nic war. lonius of Memphis.—|| 62|/Death of Mithridates. 

Bacchius, of Tanagra.|| 49/Dictatorship of Julius|Heras of Cappadocia.— 
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212 
206 
205 


204 


174 
158 


149 


146 


Theodotus Ist founds the 
empire of Bactriana. 
Ptolemy Evergetes, 1st. 

king of Egypt. 
Seleucus Callinicus, 
king of Syria. 
Attalus Ist, king of Per- 
gamos, 


Burning of a great libra- 
ry in China. 


Antiochus the Great, 
king of Syria. 

Ptolemy Philopator, king 
of Egypt. 


Second Punic War. 


Ptolemy Epiphanes, king 
of Egypt. 
lus 2nd, king of Per- 


gamos. 
Third Punic War. 


Ptolemy Evergetes 2nd., 
king of Egypt. 





Plague at Rome. A Dic- 
tator drives a nail into 
the temple of Jupiter. 
Death of Zeno of Citi- 
um. 


Callianax.—Perigenes. 


Callimachus.-—Cydias of 
Mylasa. 
Lysimachus of Cos. 


Sostrates.—-Nymphodo- 
rus. 
Birth of Cato the Cen- 
sor. 
Chrysermes, disciple of 
Herophilus. 
Dreadful Epidemic 
the Roman Army. 
Artemidorus of Sida.— 
Charidemus. 
Apollophanes, disciple 
of Erasistratus. 
Arrival of Archagatus at 
Rome. 
Apollonius Biblas. 
Great Epidemic in the 
Roman army, at the 
siege of Syracuse. 
Death of Chrysippus of 
Solis. 
Epidemic in the Roman 
army.—Sixth Lectis. 
ternium at Rome. 
Apollonius Ther.—Her- 
mogenes of Trieca. 
Violent Plague at Rome. 
Zopyrus. 


in 


Death of Cato the Cen- 
sor. 
Apollonius Mys, of Citi- 
um. 





44 
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33 
37 
4l 
43 


54 


68 
69 








Cesar. 


thony and Octavia. 
Battle of Philippi. 


Battle of Actium. 


Anthony. 
War of the Cantabri. 


| 


Augustus Cesar. 
Birth of Christ. 


Death of Czsar.—An- 


Death of Cleopatra and 


Nicon of Agrigentum, 
disciple of Asclepia- 
des. , 
Titus Aufidius of Sicily. 


Marcus Artorius.—Phi- 
lonides of Dyrachium. 
—Clodius.—---Nicera- 
tus. 

Death of Marcus Artori- 
us. 

Icecias at Smyrna.— 
Menodotus.—Pasicra- 
tes.—Nileus. 

Meges of Sidon.—Philo 
the Jew. 





Zeuxis of Laodicea. 





Expedition of Tiberius. 
Defeat of Varus. 
Tiberius, Emperor. 


Death of Jesus Christ. 
Caligula, Emperor. 
Claudius, Emperor. 
Expedition to England. 


Nero, Emperor. 


Galba, Emperor. 
Vespasian, Emperor. 





Cornelius Celsus. 
Apulejus Celsus, 


Eudemus. 
Birth of Pliny.—Mene- 
crates of Zeophleta.— 


Phido of Tarsus.— 
Vettius Valens. 
Charmis of Marseilles. 
Servilius Damocrates. 
Alexander Philalethes.-- 
Scribonius Largus, 
Xenocrates of Aphrodi- 
sea. 

Dioscorides of Anazar- 
ba.—Andromachus.-— 
Thessalus of Tralles. 
—Gaius and Evelpi- 
des, oculists.—Cri- 
nas, of Marseilles. 
Atbeneus of Attalus. 
Demosthenes Philale- 
thes.—Apollonides of 
Cypras.—--;Menema- 
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MEMORANDA. 

Favoured Spols.—lt is said, that neither 
Small Pox, Measles, Whooping Cough, nor 
Scarlet Fever, have ever been known in New 
South Wales, Van Diemen’s land, or the 
Sandwich Islands. 

Boston.—41 deaths from Sept. 10. to Sept. 
17. Many sudden changes in the weather 
lately—in one 24 hours, a difference of 25°. 

An individual was lateJy nearly killed by 
Siramonium, recommended by a brother car- 
penter. 

New York.—94 deaths for the week end- 
ing Sept, 18.—Consumption 12, Dropsies 9, 
Dysentery 8, Fevers 5, Flux Infantile 6, 
Hives 5, Small Pox 2. 

Baltimore.—32 deaths for the week ending 
Sept. 20.—Fevers 5, Cholera Infantum 4, 
Still born 4, Infantile unknown 2! Consump- 
tion 3, Dyssentery 2, unknown 4. 

Washington.—The Medical Department of 
Columbia College is organized, and lectures 
are expected to be commenced in a few 
months.—Dr. J. Sewall, Anatomy and Physio- 
logy; Dr. J..M. Staughton, Surgery and Che- 
mistry; Dr. T. Henderson, Theory and Prac- 
tice of Physic; Dr. M. W. Worthington, Ma- 
teria Medica. 

_Richmond.—Four new cases of the Small 
Pox were reported last week. 

Charleston.— Yellow Fever still prevailing. 
—Five new cases were reported Sept. 13.— 
Two on the 14th; two on the 15th; nine on the 
16th! Ten onthe 17th! Five on the 18th! Two 
on the 19ih. There were 39 deaths from 
Sept. 5 to Sept. 12. Yellow Fever 21! other 
fevers 4; consumption 2; Diarrhea 3. 

Thermometer, (3 P. M.) Sept. 5=85°: 
GamBl°: Ta-S2°; S= 79°; 9=71°: 1071): 
11=730°: 

Nashville.—(Tenn.) An association has 
been formed for the purpose of establishing a 
course of medical instruction in this place. 
Drs. Roane, Overton, Ewing, and M‘Nairy, 
and Rev. Wm. Hume, are to lecture on the 
different branches. 

- JM obile: —3° deaths from Aug. 16 to Aug. 
23—UNUSUALLY healthy. 

New Orleans.—The mortality from yellow 


fever is considerable! The number of deaths 


is said to increase, and many new cases are 
constantly reported! Those who are not acelt- 
mated are mostly leaving the city! There 
were 12 interments, Aug. 25, mostly of yellow 
fever; 11 on the 26th, of which 7 of yellow and 
2 of malignant fever! 

Havana.-Very sickly. 

Kingston.—(Jam. ) A malignant fever was 
prevailing here Aug. 10. 


Valentia.—(Spain) A woman in the neigh- 
bourhood of this place was lately delivered of 
seven children. 

Norfolk.—(Eng.) Dr. Fagerman asserts 
that the bites of rabid animals may be cured 
by the fluid extract of lead. 

NECROLOGY. 

Dr. William C. M‘Millan, New York. 

Dr. J. B. Wilkinson, New Orleans. 

Dr. Trumbull Dorrance, Pittsfield, (Mass. ) 





FOOD. 
When the human frame is anatomically and 
physiologically considered, and particularly 
the masticating and digesting organs, we shall 
be forced to admit, that man is naturally 
more of a herbiverous than a carnivorous an- 
imal; and without adopting the Pythagorean 
doctrines, ancient or modern, there can be 
little doubt that a pre-disposition towards ma- 
ny of the most fatal of our diseases is genera- 
ted by the use or abuse of animal food. 
The mischief however lies more in the quan- 
tity than quality of ourdiet. When we con- 
template each varying tribe of mankind, from 
the turtle-eating Alderman to the earth de- 
vouring. ottomaque, and see him subsist, ex- 
clusively or collectedly, on every thing which 
air, earth, or oceancan produce, with ceteris 
partbus, an equal degree of longevity, we are 
irresistibly led to the conclusion, that it is 
principally by excess that we convert food 
into poison. 





PREMIUMS. 

The Medical society of New York have of- 
fered a premium of $50 for the best disserta- 
tion on the History, Causes and Treatment 
of Whooping Cough. A similar one also for 
the best dissertation on the Remote and’ Ex- 
isting Causes of Phthisis Pulmonalis.—To be 
forwarded to the secretary at Albany on or 
before the first of January 1825. 

—— 
NATURAL HISTORY. 

The researches into natural history, have 
of late been so minute, extensive and suc- 
cessful, that the results are quite astonishing. 
The writings of M. Straup on the May bug, 
have. just shewn, that this little body, of an 
inch in length, has 306 hard pieces serving 
as envelopes, 494 muscles, 24 pair of nerves, 
and 48 pair of trachee. 
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